Leave a Legacy that will Impact
the World for Christ
Learn how to extend your impact beyond your lifetime

Dallas Theological Seminary

Our mission is “to glorify God by equipping godly servant-leaders for the proclamation of His Word and
the building up of the body of Christ worldwide.” Teach Truth. Love Well.

According to statistics, 85% of the 2.2 million evangelical churches worldwide are led by pastors with
no formal theological training whatsoever. This startling fact highlights the extreme importance of
rigorous training of tomorrow’s servant-leaders in the Scriptures and ministry.
For nearly 100 years, Dallas Theological Seminary has equipped ministry leaders to proclaim the truth
of God’s Word to a world that longs to hear it. By encouraging biblical scholarship at the highest
levels, graduates are prepared to effectively proclaim the Gospel and build up the body of Christ
around the world.
“How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in
Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? And how shall they
preach unless they are sent? As it is written: ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel
of peace, who bring glad tidings of good things!’” (Rom 10:14–15 NKJV).

“We feel blessed to be a part of this ministry with a rich history
and bright future. We trust the Lord to use our annual gifts
and estate gift to DTS in a way that will be a blessing long
after we are gone.”
–Drs. Paul and Kathryn Wilson
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How to Continue Making a Difference—Even After Your Lifetime
Many of our faithful supporters choose to continue making a difference for the cause of Jesus Christ. There
are several ways you can leave a legacy gift for future generations. One option is to name Dallas Theological
Seminary as a beneficiary of your
•
•
•
•
•

Will or Living Trust
IRA, 401(k), 403(b)
Life Insurance Policy
Bank or Brokerage Accounts
Donor Advised Fund or Family Foundation

Gifts like these allow you to share your commitment to solid, life-changing Bible training that will prepare
servant-leaders for ministry and transform lives for years to come.
See the next page for sample bequest language and other key information needed to complete your
beneficiary forms.

Dallas Seminary Foundation | Bequest Resource Brochure

3

How to Include Dallas Theological Seminary in Your Estate Plan
Gifts from Your Will or Living Trust (Sample Bequest Language)
To arrange a gift from your will or living trust, provide your lawyer with the following sample language:
“I hereby give to Dallas Theological Seminary, a nonprofit corporation with its principal offices at
3909 Swiss Avenue, Dallas, TX 75204, Tax ID# 75-0827421, (the sum of $_____________) or
(_____________% of the residue of my estate) …
Then complete the statement by selecting one of the following options:
For an unrestricted gift
… to be used where it is most needed.”
To designate your gift for a specific use
… to be used for the purposes I have designated in writing and have delivered to Dallas Theological
Seminary and/or Dallas Seminary Foundation. If, in its opinion, the need for funds for the designated
purpose no longer exists, Dallas Theological Seminary is authorized to use these funds for a similar purpose.”
Examples of potential designations
The most practical way to give to DTS is through an unrestricted gift. However, many like to
designate to a specific area, such as
•
•
•
•
•

The DTS Scholarship Fund
A Named Scholarship which they create
A Specific Campus
A Selected Department
Other: Simply specify the intention that God has laid on your heart

You can define your gift in one or more ways:
1.
2.
3.
4.

A specified dollar amount
A percentage of your residual estate
A specific asset
A contingent or secondary gift, payable only if the primary beneficiary is not living

Gifts of Retirement Assets, Life Insurance, and Financial Accounts
To name Dallas Theological Seminary as a beneficiary, simply contact your insurance provider, retirement plan
administrator, and/or financial institution to fill out and file the appropriate beneficiary designation forms or
payable on death (POD) forms. Use the following information:
•
•
•
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Legal Name: Dallas Theological Seminary
Address: 3909 Swiss Avenue, Dallas, TX 75204
Tax ID Number: 75-0827421
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Mission Statement: To support Dallas Theological Seminary by offering charitable planned giving
and other financial services to friends of the seminary.

The Foundation staff can help you to explore wise and efficient ways to invest in DTS and other worthy
ministries so that you can give generously to God’s work while still being generous with your family.

The Benefits of Wise Planning
Benefits of naming DTS in your will:
• It costs you nothing now.
• You maintain control of the assets during your lifetime.
• With most gifts, you can change your mind at any time. You are not locked into a decision
you make today.
• There is no minimum gift required. Every gift makes a difference.
Dallas Seminary Foundation | Bequest Resource Brochure
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• You reduce income taxes, estate taxes, and probate costs for your loved ones.
• Your gift ensures your lasting legacy for years to come.
• You ensure that students of Dallas Theological Seminary receive a rigorous Bible
education — resulting in spiritual transformation for our students and those they impact
as part of your personal life story.
“His master replied, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I
will put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!’” (Matt 25:21 NIV).

Be Tax Wise: Your Choices Matter
Did you know that some of your estate’s assets are subject to a hidden tax that can significantly erode
their value when they are passed on to your heirs? Decisions regarding ways to distribute these taxburdened assets can make a big difference for your family and your favorite causes. Our team is here
to help you and your advisors plan well and navigate the potential pitfalls related to tax-deferred assets
such as IRAs and 401(k)s.
Because they carry an income tax liability for family members, you may wish to do your charitable
giving from your retirement plans. You may also wish to consider a “Give It Twice Trust,” which can
help you maximize those funds both for family and the charities you support by protecting against
unnecessary taxes.

Resources Available through the Dallas Seminary Foundation
• Simple and Flexible Distributions for All Charitable Gifts – As a service to our supporters,
the Foundation can act as a conduit for all of your charitable gifts. Simply name Dallas Seminary
Foundation as the beneficiary, and complete and file an Estate Distribution Instruction (EDI)
Form. When we receive the funds, we will distribute them per your instructions. If and when
changes are desired, rather than having to change your will, you would simply complete a new
EDI Form. Dallas Seminary Foundation’s Tax ID Number is 75-2188543.
• Complementary Estate Design Service – Are you having trouble getting started on your plan?
Would you like help from someone you know and trust? Our Estate Design Service can help
you to inventory your assets, evaluate your goals, and identify tax-wise ways to accomplish your
objectives. We specialize in offering charitable planning solutions you may not learn from other
advisors. And we can show you practical ways for making the process a spiritual exercise and
instilling eternal value for yourself, your family, and others.
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• Other Planning Options – The Foundation offers planning solutions for lifetime gifts, as well.
These include
• Gifts of Appreciated Assets – When making outright or partial gifts of appreciated property
prior to sale, you can bypass the capital gains tax while receiving an income tax deduction.
• Gifts that Produce Income – You can donate cash or appreciated assets and reserve the right
to receive income for life or to pay the income to a third party.
• Gifts from IRAs – Use the Qualified Charitable Distribution Rules to make nontaxable
transfers out of your IRA to your desired charities. These count towards your Required
Minimum Distribution requirements.
• Gifts of Business Equity – Business ownership carries with it income tax, capital gains tax,
and potentially estate tax liability. Did you know that you can create significant ministry gifts
by giving away tiny amounts of that equity in any given year? These gifts bypass capital gains
and estate taxes and can also provide significant income tax deductions for those years. All the
while, you retain full control of the business.
• Donor Advised Funds – You can establish a “giving fund” with the Foundation that works
much like a private foundation. By starting with as little as $5,000, you can set aside funds for
later distribution to the ministries and charities that you choose.
• Scholarships – You can invest in the lives of worthy students through either the general scholarship
fund or through a named scholarship that you create. These scholarships can be term (limited
duration) or endowed (permanent) scholarships.

“Our scholarship funds assist students who might not otherwise have
the financial means to attend the Seminary; one has allowed us to
honor Lynn’s mom, Jane Denny Mulberry, who loved DTS and was
a humble follower of Jesus. Scholarships are one of the best eternal
investments you can make on this side of heaven. We look forward to
graduation each year and pray for the ministry of the students. And
who knows? One of these students may be the next Mark Bailey, Chuck
Swindoll or Tony Evans!”
–Jim and Lynn Stroud

Dallas Seminary Foundation | Bequest Resource Brochure
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The Lewis Sperry Chafer Legacy Society
Inspire Others. Increase Your Impact. Honor a Loved One.
When you name Dallas Theological Seminary as a beneficiary of your will or estate plan, you become
a unique part of a global legacy that began in the early 1920s when the Seminary first came into being.
You also become a part of the Lewis Sperry Chafer Legacy Society, an exceptional group of partners who
are building their own legacies of generosity and inspiring others to do the same.
The Society is our way to recognize and thank our special partners who want to continue training
servant-leaders far into the future. More importantly, it allows members to act as “ambassadors,” using
their example to encourage other supporters to make a legacy gift. Many choose to share their stories
of what it means to them to include Dallas Theological Seminary in their estate plans. Their desire to
change the lives of as many as possible inspires others to do the same—having an extraordinary ripple
effect as more and more people are impacted through the Seminary.
As a member of the Lewis Sperry Chafer Legacy Society, you are a light to others. You can increase your
impact by sharing your story with us, inspiring others to leave legacy gifts. And, if you like, you can
honor a loved one (privately or publicly) with your gift, whether it’s a Memorial Gift or a Scholarship
established in that person’s name.
You will receive
• A letter welcoming you into the Lewis Sperry Chafer Legacy Society
• Several occasional small gifts to show our appreciation
• Ongoing communication to keep you apprised of Dallas Seminary’s work

Perhaps you have already named DTS in your will. We hope that you will let us know about your gift so
that we can thank you appropriately for your generosity and foresight.

Our Promise to You …
… We promise to respect your privacy. We will keep your gift anonymous unless you tell us otherwise.
… We will use your gift in the way that you intended.
… We will continue to meet the highest standards of financial transparency in order to remain
worthy of your trust.
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Honor a Loved One
Lee Danis established a scholarship to honor the memory of his
wife of 45 years, Susan Danis. She loved the Hispanic culture and
people, and the scholarship was created to assist Hispanic students
to prepare for ministry at Dallas Theological Seminary.
If you like, you can choose to make your gift in honor of someone
important to you. Your gift will not only transform lives for the
future, but it can also
• Carry on the memory of a loved one.
• Honor a parent, grandparent, or mentor for the role they have
played in your life.
• Set an example for your children, grandchildren, and
generations to follow.

Susan Danis

You can recognize your loved one in the following ways:
• If your loved one is living, we will send a beautiful card to let that person know about the legacy
gift that has been planned in his honor and share how the gift will impact the world for Christ for
generations to come. We can also send a card to the family.
• You can establish a scholarship in that person’s name.
• You can designate your gift to a specific purpose or where most needed in honor of your loved one.

Share Your Story
Inspiring other DTS partners is easy! We can schedule a time to talk on the phone and work with
you to prepare your story and get your approval. All you need to do is share from your heart. You will
be encouraging others to follow your example of generosity and thus extend the effectiveness of the
Seminary and its graduates.
“. . . let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in
heaven.” (Matt 5:16 NIV).

Dallas Seminary Foundation | Bequest Resource Brochure
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Using your will, living trust, retirement assets, or life insurance policy to make a legacy gift to Dallas
Theological Seminary is a powerful way to help further the mission and work of the Seminary and, in
turn, to impact the world for Jesus Christ. Whether your resources are great or small, you can use them
to make a lasting difference.
We are here to assist you. Dallas Seminary Foundation’s experienced staff would be happy to answer your
questions, provide you with practical resources, and help you and your advisors explore your options in
more detail.
To learn more, contact a member of our team directly at (214) 887-4190 or foundation@dts.edu.
If you’ve already included Dallas Theological Seminary in your plans or choose to do so now, please let
us know so that we can thank you appropriately, plan well for the future of the Seminary, and ensure
that we honor your wishes.
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore beseech the Lord of the harvest to send out
laborers into His harvest.” (Luke 10:2 NASB).

“Working with the Foundation team enabled me to reach two of my “bottom
line” financial goals—my family will be taken care of adequately and God is
being glorified as many of the resources He has provided are being funneled
right back to Him through quality Christian ministries.”
–Norman E. Miller, Chairman and CEO
Interstate Battery Systems of America, Inc., Dallas, TX
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Dallas Seminary Foundation
dallasseminaryfoundation.com
3909 Swiss Avenue
Dallas, TX 75204
(214) 887-5190
foundation@dts.edu

Our mission is “to glorify God by equipping godly

Mission Statement: To support Dallas Theological

servant-leaders for the proclamation of His Word and

Seminary by offering charitable planned giving and

the building up of the body of Christ worldwide.”

other financial services to friends of the seminary.

Teach Truth. Love Well.

